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to them that have obtained a like precious faith with us in the 
righteousness of our God and the Saviour Jesus Christ. . . 
(2Peter 1:1) 
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preface 



This volume is a collection of sixteen of my sermons and sermon 
outlines. There is, understandably, a view that the sermon must be 
differentiated from the message: the former is prepared, the latter 
is received from God. That is true, of course. However, it is also a 
fact that God's revelation is complete and His message fully 
recorded for our salvation in the Word of God; so that when the 
sermon is born out of communion with the revelation of God 
through the Holy Spirit, it is God's message to His people. The 
altar of preaching must not mingle with strange fire, no not for a 
moment. Any preachment that is not born of the Spirit is 
anathema, but the words that Christ continues to speak through 
His Spirit, they are life (John 6:63). 

A sermon is a systematic presentation of God's truths in a way 
that is understandable to the audience. A good sermon possesses 
clarity, accuracy, and cogency in content and communication. 
Also, in this sense, contextuality is an important ingredient. The 
sermon differs in style, form, and mode depending on the target. 
That is one understanding why understanding our audience is 
crucial for any effective communication. Another important 
ingredient is relativity or seasonality. Proverbs tell us that a 
"word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver" 
(Prov. 25:1 1). The Gospel is certainly evergreen and applicable to 
every moment of life. However, there are times when even a 
silent and godly life can convey a message stronger than the 
greatest orations of the world (lPet.3:l). For, a message that 
proceeds from life impacts lives. 

I pray that the reader is blessed through these sermons. I also 
permit the use of the material contained in this publishing for 
preparation of sermons by servants of God throughout the world. 
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Beyond The Shadows 



Itarsi Church, January 13, 2008 

Text: 

'. . .new moon, or the sabbath days. Which are a shadow of things 
to come; but the body is of Christ' (Col. 2: 16, 17). 

The pale light from the silvery moon cast dark figures on the 
ground. Frightened, the little boy asked, 'What's it, mother?' 'It's 
the spirit' she replied. 

The shadow was a frightening phenomenon to many a pre-literate 
man. Even in a seemingly sophisticated society as the Indian one, 
there was a time when caste Hindus considered the very shadow 
of an outcaste as defiling. Somehow a connection was imagined 
between the dark figure and solid reality. The modern world, 
however, seems to have been greatly emancipated from the myth 
of the shadow. Modern dictionaries define 'shadow' as a dark 
shape projected by any body blocking out light. In itself, the 
shadow has no existence. It owes its existence to light and a body 
on which the light falls. The shadow, of course, is only relatively 
real, i.e., in relation to the body. Candidly, the shadow is equal to 
darkness, in one way. When night comes, we say that darkness 
has descended: we don't say the shadow of the earth is now on us. 
It's only because we are able to see the dark figure in contrast to 
its radiant surrounding that we call it a shadow. Where such 
contrast is not possible, as in a dark room, we accept that we're in 
some dark place. We don't say, for instance, in the dark room 
case, that we're in the shadow of the room's four walls. We 
simply say, we're in a dark room. The only difference between 



pure darkness and shadowy darkness, however, is that the shadow 
implies the existence of both light and a body while pure darkness 
implies none. 

When the Bible declares the Old Testament rituals as shadows of 
the reality, which is Christ, it also implies the existence of both 
the light and the body: the light is the revelation of Biblical 
prophecy about Christ (the Holy Scriptures); the body is Christ 
Himself, the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world (cf. 1 
Pet. 1: 10, 11, 20). Christ was not absent from Old Testament 
history; He was with them all the time (1 Cor. 10:4, 9; Heb. 11: 
24-26). All the Old Testament stipulations found their fulfillment 
and reality in the being of Jesus Christ, the Messiah and the Son 
of the Living God. Therefore, Christ could boldly state that the 
Scriptures testified about Him (Jn. 5: 39). The revelation of Jesus 
Christ in New Testament history has emancipated the world from 
the shadowy philosophies of humanity. This emancipation, 
however, can only be experienced by an encounter with divine 
truth by solid faith (Jn. 8: 32). This encounter involves an 
intellectual, affectionate, and volitional response to God's 
revelation of salvation in Jesus Christ. The Bible calls man to 
abandon his life of obsession with shadowy reality and enter into 
the reality of God's light. 

There are two gigantic shadows of human origin that one can still 
behold in the world today: the shadow of human religion and the 
shadow of human effort. Both of these seek salvation of some 
kind but can only find solace in the reality of Jesus Christ. 

The Shadow of Human Religion 

Religion in itself should not be considered to be evil. Someone 
has defined it as man's attempt to reach God. Obviously, desiring 
God is not evil in itself. Paul was not incriminatory of the 
religious spirit of the Athenians (Acts 17: 22-30). To be 
religiously minded after the things of God is not a problem. The 
problem relates to the kind of God and religion that one desires 
and invents accordingly. The Bible is against any human religion 
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that corrupts the divine image and relegates it to the level of 
corruptible creatures. This is the great wickedness of changing 
'the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like to 
corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and 
creeping things' (Rom. 1: 23). It is an insult of God's glory. 
God doesn't denounce people of all religions. The Bible does 
speak of prophets and priests of God in non-Jewish religious 
traditions. Melchizedek, Balaam, and Epimenides were not all 
Jewish prophets; however, God used them to reveal His truth to 
people. One must understand that religion has both a positive and 
a negative aspect. 

The positive aspect of religion is that it often foreshadows Christ 
as the Saviour from evil. The various symbols and sacrifices can 
contain some revelatory information, and missionaries in the past 
have found some of them to be important conceptual links in 
communicating the gospel of Jesus Christ. Don Richardson's 
book Eternity in their Hearts gives good examples of such 
positive aspects of religion. However, this should not serve to 
overlook the negative aspects of it: carnality, pride, self- 
spirituality, occultic involvement, demonic doctrines, 
superstitions, and evil rituals. The Bible makes a specific call to 
repent from all such humanly devised and demonically influenced 
appearances of religiosity (Acts 17: 30). 

Human religion is shadowy, for it has no power in itself for 
salvation. Its wisdom is earth-bound and its power transient. But 
Christ is the eternal power and the eternal wisdom of God (1 Cor. 
1: 24). Therefore, He is able to save those to the uttermost that 
come to Him (Heb. 7: 25). Religion is a shadow; Christ is the 
Reality. Religion is anticipation; the Gospel, the answer. 

Dr. John T. Seamond, in his The Supreme Task of the Church, if I 
am right, puts this comparison quite strikingly: 

Religion is man-made; the Gospel is God-given. 
Religion is man's search for God; the Gospel is 
God's search for man. 
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Religion is good views, the Gospel is Good News. 

Religion is good advice; the Gospel is a glorious 

announcement.... 

Religion white washes; the Gospel washes white. 

Religion places the prime emphasis upon doing; the 

Gospel places the emphasis on a person. 

You can take Buddha out of Buddhism and 

Buddhism still remains with its Four Noble Truths 

and its Eight-fold Path. 

You can take Mohammed out of Islam and Islam is 

still intact with its Five Pillars of Action and its Six 

Articles of Belief. 

But if you take Christ out of the Gospel, there is 

nothing left, for the Gospel is Christ. 



Christ is the body; everything else is dependent on Him for 
meaning. All religious philosophies and practices are nullified 
without Christ. That is why Paul said that he considered all things 
that were profitable in the world's eyes as loss for Christ. In fact, 
he continued, he counted all the glories of carnal religion as refuse 
and dirt (Phil. 3: 4-8). We no longer need to strive after salvation 
and God; Jesus has appeared as the answer to all human problems. 
Let us publish the Good News. 

The Shadow of Human Effort 

In the mind's eye, one can see the soaring figure of Babel's tower, 
the combined effort of humanity, the symbol of man's 
consummate energy; now, all in the dust. Jewish historians tell us 
that the tower of Babel was man's affront against God, the symbol 
of human pride. Far glorious and magnificent than the Great 
Pyramids, any man could feel puny, little, and moth-like in 
comparison to it. The sky-scaling accomplishments of man are 
awe-inspiring, yet not without some intimidation. 
God destroyed the tower of Babel because united human affront 
could mean total destruction of all humanity. The division of man 
along linguistic barriers saved the world from unrestricted 
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propagation of sin and allowed each ethnic group to seek God 
separately (Acts 17: 26, 27). However, such barriers do not 
significantly count in the modern age of information explosion. 
The barriers of language are being broken with machines doing 
much of the work across boundaries. Man is becoming, 
seemingly, more invincible and unconquerable. An edifice, 
greater than Babel's tower, is on its way. It is the image of man 
against all reality as man keeps pushing himself more and more to 
the center of all values. Mobile gadgets, silicon chips, and 
uncensored media; skyscraping towers, breath-taking architecture, 
and incredible edifices; amusement parks, clandestine parties, and 
bar clubs; multi-millionaire enterprises, soaring salaries, and easy 
money; medical wonders, newer therapies, and Yoga techniques 
(now believed as able to defeat everything. . .perhaps even God!); 
all of this mixed with more psycho- traumas, broken families, fall 
of values, and ubiquitous corruption. All human striving without 
devotion to God, said Solomon, is a wild chasing after the wind, 
ultimately winding up in the grave (Eccl. 1: 14; 12: 13, 14, NIV). 

Death, said Solomon, comes to all men and beasts alike (Eccl. 2: 
16; 3: 20). Neither beauty nor might is eternal. All fade like the 
withering grass. When the feet of death draw near one's door, 
then neither beauty nor strength can plead or prevail. When the 
mourning bells of death ring and the funeral house is filled with 
cries, when mourners go about the street and a dirge surrounds the 
corpse, then will it be said: 'dust is man and to dust he has 
returned.' All works and glories, now nailed to the coffin, are 
interred in the grave. 

The great philosopher and emperor of Rome, Caesar Marcus 
Aurelius, it is said, was in his old age murdered by his own son. If 
that was true then such death was unfortunate for such a great 
man. But death doesn't portend its time, style, and appearance. 
Alexander the Great, who conquered kingdoms and held nations 
in absolute control, was smitten to death by a malarial parasite, an 
insignificant mosquito. 
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Therefore, says one poet: 

Why should the spirit of mortal be proud? 
Like a swift-fleeting meteor, a fast-flying cloud, 
A flash of the lightning, a break of the wave. 
He passes from life to his rest in the grave. 



'Tis the wink of an eye, 'tis the draught of a breath. 
From the bosom of health to the paleness of death. 
From the gilded saloon to the bier and the shroud. 
Oh, why should the spirit of mortal be proud? 

The absolute helplessness of man before the looming power of 
death fills him with anxiety. The German philosopher, Martin 
Heidegger, said that it is the thought of death that drives man to 
thinking about reality. He saw all human indulgence in pleasure 
and daily activities as attempts to forget the reality of death. 
Contrary to what Shakespeare said, it is the tooth-ache 
experience, the reality of pain that makes one a philosopher. It 
was the reality of suffering that compelled Siddhartha Gautama to 
leave his comfortable palace and seek the meaning of life and the 
way of liberation. To him, emancipation comes only when the 
illusive soul successfully dismantles at death, never to be reborn 
again. But this looks confusedly at reality. It treats the soul as an 
enemy and considers death as the savior, the liberator. The Bible, 
however, makes it very clear that it is neither body nor soul but 
death that is man's greatest enemy and that it rules over man by 
the power of sin. But the good news is that Christ has appeared in 
human history as the salvation of God. By taking on human nature 
and going through the death of the cross and rising up from the 
grave. He has dealt a death blow to death itself. Now those who 
come to Him can boldly announce that physical death doesn't 
mean their death but the death of death itself. Physical death is 
only a reality to those who are outside the reality of Jesus Christ. 
To those who are in Christ, death is itself become a shadow; we 
are freed from the fear of death. 
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'One short sleep past, we wake eternally 

And death shall be no more: death, thou shalt die.' 

Jesus Christ infuses life with eternal worth and meaning. All 
creation was made by Him and for Him (Col. 1: 16), and without 
Him all creative activity is void of real significance. But anyone 
who works and lives by faith in the Son of God brings fruit that 
endures forever, for he draws sap and energy from the True Vine 
(Jn. 15), and whatever he does shall prosper (Ps. 1: 3). 

The Reality of Jesus Christ 

Christ is the Truth of God. Faith on Him alone brings salvation 
home. Today we walk by faith and not by sight (2 Cor. 5: 7). We 
believe and rejoice in the Lord though we do not see Him (1 Pet. 
1:8). But there will come a day when our present faith will be 
rewarded, for faith does have a reward (1 Pet 1: 7, 9). This will be 
when Christ our life appears in glory, at the end of the age, for 
judgment and salvation. The roof of the sky will rend open for the 
return of the King; the bright Sun of Glory will shine and all 
shadows will flee. We will stand and behold the glory of God in 
the very face of Jesus Christ. The candle light revelation that we 
now have (2 Pet. 1:19) will give place to the perfect one. We will 
see Him as He is (1 Jn. 3:2). Then will the works of each man be 
judged, whether they be gold or hay; and 'if any man' s work 
abide. . ., he shall receive a reward' (1 Cor. 3:14). Our toils will be 
rewarded (Gal. 6: 9). 'Just one glimpse of Him in glory will the 
toils of life repay. ' Then will the world know that the narrow way 
of the cross is far richer and glorious than the broad way of 
pleasure. 

Therefore, along with Paul, one should be bold to say that it is the 
cross of Jesus Christ and not the array of human endeavors that is 
really praise- worthy and glorious. The cross of Jesus Christ 
reduces the tower of Babel into a miniscule nothing. For all that 
man does is dust and ashes: dust he is and dust is all he can do. 
But what Jesus has done on the cross is eternal. His work of 
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redemption is everlasting (Heb. 9: 12). His work goes beyond the 
shadows, for He is the Reality, the source of eternal life, the 
ground of all truth. He is the Light of the world and he that 
follows Him shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of 
life. He is coming back. In fact. He's as close as at the door. 
When the curtains shall be drawn on this age and the veil lifted 
from the face of eternity, then will there remain no room for 
remorse and regrets. The present 'now', therefore, is 
incomparably precious. It is the moment to break off with sin and 
embrace life. It is the moment to renounce the morbid arms of 
darkness for the refreshing reality of light. It is the moment when 
the chains of falsehood can be broken with the sword of divine 
revelation. Let us, therefore, forsake the shadows and cling to the 
reality that is Christ. 'In Him we live, and move and have our 
being' (Acts 17: 28). "Without Me ye can do nothing' (Jn. 15: 5). 
Amen! 
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2 

Pure AND 

Undefiled Religion 

Itarsi Church, Sunday, August 29, 2010. 



Text: James 1:27 

"Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to 
visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself 
unspotted from the world." 

The usual picture that one has of a religious and pious person is of 
some solitary sage standing aloof from the world and steeped in 
deep meditation. We have had people in history who lived lives 
like that thinking that spirituality is something that is related to 
the self alone. But, James tells us that true religion is something 
that relates and connects to people outside, here, to visit the 
widows and orphans in their trouble. 

Someone may say that I'm preaching a social gospel, but what 
does it matter if your spirituality is only limited to church going 
and other such religious activities. The Gospel is more than that. 
See why Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit: 

Luke 4:18 

The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, 

Because He has anointed Me 

To preach the gospel to the poor; 

He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted. 

To proclaim liberty to the captives 



And recovery of sight to the blind, 

To set at liberty those who are oppressed" 

Act 10:38 

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power, who went about doing good and healing 
all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
Him. 

Spirituality is not just a feeling of being good or feeling 
ecstatic; it is living a life full of the fruit of the Holy Spirit. 
Spirituality is both the inner attitude and the external activity. 

Our thinking must be spiritual and our actions must be spiritual. 

In the early Church, they had charity funds for elderly widows (1 
Tim.5:2-9). But, it was made very clear that those in the 
immediate relation were primarily responsible for taking care of 
their own. If they didn't do that, their profession of faith was not 
acceptable before God. 

ITim. 5:8 

But if anyone does not provide for his own, and 
especially for those of his household, he has denied the 
faith and is worse than an unbeliever. 
Paul says in Titus that profession devoid of action 
tantamounts to denial of God (Titus 1:16). 

Here, in James, 

Religiosity, Piety, Spirituality is: 

1 . Visiting orphans and widows in their distress 

2. Keeping oneself unspotted from the world. 

Spirituality doesn't mean following religious laws (Much blood 
has been spilt in the name of such religion). It doesn't mean 
legalistic adherence to religious prescriptions. The Pharisees were 
very strict followers of their religion. They wore white clothes, 
worshipped at the temple, gave tithes, and followed the law 
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minutely; but, Jesus said that they were whitewashed tombs. How 
is our life today? 



Spirituality means being perfect in love. In 1 Corinthians 3:1,3 
Paul tells the Corinthians that he couldn't speak to them as to 
spiritual people because they were carnal and full of strife; in 
other words, they didn't have love. In 1 Corinthians 13:1-3, he 
says that having love is more important than having all the gifts of 
the Spirit, to speak in tongues, prophesy, etc. The Bible tells us 
that love sums up the whole law and all the prophets. 

Now to James 1:27, 



4 Characteristics of Pure and Undefiled Religion 
1. Externality of Worship 

James is about the external proofs of the inner faith. Faith without 
works, he says, is dead. The external action is proof of the internal 
condition. 

Your internal integrity must have an external evidence. 

You must have the inner experience first, then the external proof 
of it. What you experience is what you exhibit. 

Psalm 51:6 - God desires integrity inside the heart. 

Psa 51:12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 

[EXPERIENCE) 

And uphold me by Your generous Spirit. 

Psa 51:13 Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, 

[ACTION] 

And sinners shall be converted to You. 

Psa 51:14 Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, 

[EXPERIENCE] 

The God of my salvation. 
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And my tongue shall sing aloud of Your righteousness. 

[ACTION] 

Psa 51:15 O Lord, open my lips, [EXPERIENCE] 

And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. [ACTION] 

Religion flows from the inside out. 

External Worship does not mean following rituals 

Psalm 51:16-17. God desires our broken heart more than 

the sacrifices 

Hosea 6:6 - "I desire mercy, not sacrifice" 

If you are not being merciful, compassionate, and loving with 
people, then all performance of religion is ignoble before God. 
For some, reading Bible or going to Church becomes a religious 
ritual, though God wants it to flow out of a true and God-loving 
heart. It is not how many times you read your Bible but how many 
times you obey the Bible that matters. It is not how many times 
you go to Church but how many times you honor Christ before 
people that matters. It is not how much you SPEAK of Christ, but 
how much you ACT like Christ that matters. 

External religiosity is not ritualistic or commercial charity. If you 
give in order to receive praise or anything back, you are being a 
hypocrite. Matthew 6: When you give, your left hand should not 
know what the right hand gave. 

Pure Religion is Love in Action. Love that is unselfish, 
unconditional and pleasing to God. 



2. Expendability of Love 

Piety is never a cost-free thing. 

2 Samuel 24:24. David would not sacrifice to God something that 
cost him nothing. 
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Love towards God involves a cost 
Love towards fellowmen involves a cost. 



James 2:15, 16 

If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 
and one of you says to them, "Depart in peace, be 
warmed and filled," but you do not give them the things 
which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 

Don't just pray and say good words - spend, give! 

But, money is a small thing. Mother Teresa used to say that the 
greatest need in the world is to be wanted, to be loved. 

Someone said that Love is also spelt as T-I-M-E 

If you give your son a lot of money always, but never give your 
time, would that be true love. 

How much time do you give to God? 
How much time do you give to people? 

A laborer once approached the office of a social activist who was 
working for the upliftment of the backward classes. The secretary 
told the activist that a laborer was waiting outside for him. The 
activist replied "I have no time for some individual person", to 
which the secretary replied, "Interesting, because even God has 
not come to such a position". 

God so loved the world that He gave... 

In the Good Samaritan story, the Levite and the priest had no time 
for the wounded man. The priest might be thinking he was getting 
late for the sacrifices. . . getting late for the Church, for the 
worship. . . this man was not important for him. But the Good 
Samaritan spent his oil, his wine, his bandaging cloth, took the 
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man on his own donkey, and paid money from iiis own pocket for 
iiim. He spent money, lie spent energy, lie spent time. That is what 
pure and undefiled religion is all about, that is what pleases God; 
not, what the priest would have been doing at the temple that 
evening. 

Visiting is not enough; caring matters. 

Remember the woman with the alabaster box; she spent her all 
honor, money, and love on Christ. What do we do today in service 
to Christ? 



3. Extendability of Service 

Love is expendable but not spent up. It is not exhaustible. 

The Greek tense indicates "Keep on visiting", "Keep on caring" 

2 Questions that may be asked: 
"How many times?" and "Until when?" 
Answer: "Keep on..." 

Love is never spent up. It continues forever. 

Anger is spent up, when you're done with it. Lust is spent up 
when you're done with it. 

But, love is never spent up because it is the fruit of the Spirit. It 
comes from God. It is not an emotional reaction. It is the gift of 
God. 

Peter asked: "How many times should I forgive my brother?" 
Jesus answered: "Seventy times seven" that means continue doing 
that every time, forever. 

Extendability: Go the extra mile. 



Sermons i 14 



Remember the Good Samaritan. He followed up on the wounded 
man's recovery. 

Jesus said, "If someone asks you to come one mile, go two miles" 
"If someone wants your tunic, give him your cloak as well." 
Let your service flow out of God's love within. Let it be relentless 
and endless. 



4. Exceptionality of Surrender 

"Keep oneself unspotted from the world" 

Absolute surrender to God. That is religion, that is 
spirituality. 

All service must flow out of your absolute surrender to God in 
love. 

Jesus said, "No man can serve two masters; either he'll love one 
or hate the other..." 

You heart must be guileless 
Your hands must be generous 

When you are able to say that "I have nothing of my own, my all 
belongs to God, my money, my possessions, my everything, all 
surrendered to God for His use at His will", when you're able to 
say that then you will know true spirituality, you will know the 
Kingdom of God. 

The Rich young ruler followed the Ten Commandments, but he 
wasn't willing to part with his possessions. He missed God's 
mark of perfection. Your spirituality extends into your pocket, 
into your wallet. 

Love is demonstrative, involves a cost, goes the extra mile, and 
flows out of an absolute surrender to God. 
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When you go out of these Church doors, remember pure reUgion 
is what you practice out there. Who are your friends? Whom do 
you invite into your house? How do you treat your family, your 
kids, your parents, your in-laws, your friends, your servants, your 

boss, your customers, your students, your teachers " Religion 

is there outside these four walls. 

Go out and make a difference! 
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3 

Spirit-ruled 
Affections 



Itarsi, 30 March 2007 
Text: 



I have written unto you, fathers, because ye have 
known him that is from the beginning. I have written 
unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the 
word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome 
the wicked one. 

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the 
world. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. 

For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the 
Father, but is of the world. 

And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: 
but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 
(IJn 2:14-17) 



Horace W: 'The world is a comedy for those who think but a 
ttagedy for those who feel. ' 

Men are powerfully ruled by their affections. 



Antiphanes: 'Only two things a man cannot hide: that he is drunk 
and that he's in love.' 



1. Affections Define Identity 

What we love is what we become like. Our affections mirror our 
inner self. Who are we? 

a. In Pedigree: We are Children of God (IJn. 4:7; 3:1). You have 
divine nature. 

b. As Possession: We are Sheep of God (Jn. 10: 27-29). You have 
divine allegiance. 

c. In Position: We are Disciples of Christ (Jn. 13:35). You have a 
divine commission. 

How do you look at the world & how does the world look at you? 
"The depth of Christian experience can be measured by the 
intensity of horror one senses on hearing the word 'world.'" 

Christ described a Christian's relationship with the world in two 
ways: 

a. He is unattached to the things of the world - Lk. 9: 23-27 

b. He is hated by the world - Jn. 15:18,19. i.e., despised and 
rejected. 

'The world loves its own. ' Affections reflect our identity. 
It is not what we were but what we are at present that's imp. 
Jewish Prov. 'man not judged by past but by present.' 

To the Ephesian Church: You've left ur 1st love: laid aside, 
yielded up. Given it up for some other love. 

Jer. 2:13: forsook me and hewn other cisterns. Those who did so 
lost their position in the covenant relationship and were 
designated enemies of God. 



Sermons i 18 



2. Affections Affect Destiny 

What u love is what you're led by. Three things: 

a. Spectacles of Wind: Lust of Eyes 

b. Sensations of Sin: Lust of Flesh 

c. Subversion of Will: Pride of Life 

a. Spectacles of Wind 

Eccl. 2:10, 11; 2:17 - chasing after the wind - Pr. 23:5: Riches 
take wings: don't last. 

This extends even to one's theological constructions or 
reconstructions. 

I don't criticize the concept of a material heaven; I'm against 
having a materialistic reason for going to heaven. 

Golden streets, Super-star mansions & bungalows, parks of 
delight and rapturous music. Someone even said, I don't like 
going to such a heaven; I'd rather be amidst flowers, streams, 
mountains, and waterfalls, than in a golden cage of gold. The lust 
of eyes governs our feelings of where we wish to be. The 
Kingdom of heaven is beyond this-worldly analogy. The lustrous 
world is only passing by. We wait for the invisible country which 
will never fade away. 

In any sight desired, at least two things are sought: beauty and 
intricacy or marvel. These both are desired for they stimulate 
affections. And this isn't bad; for instance in the song: How great 
Thou art: I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder. Thy power 
thruout the universe displayed. Then sings my soul my Savior 
God to thee. How great thou art. 

However, it becomes evil when sought for the sake of stimulus 
alone. In such a case, the eyes suffer the terrible disorder of 
dissatisfaction. The ancient and modern madness after newer 
idols, refined imageries, and maga edifices reflect such a 
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predicament of human dissatisfaction. Men desires to produce 
whatever he is capable of imagining. 

It is no wonder that the words 'images' and 'imagination' are 
connected and Gen. 6 says 'the imaginations of the thoughts of 
man's heart was evil continually.' Napoleon Bonaparte said that 
'Men of imagination rule the world. ' The modern situation goes a 
step beyond that, the world is not ruled by men of imagination, it 
is men who are ruled by a world of imagination. We have built a 
kingdom of virtual reality. 

The modern era can be rightly termed the AGE OF IMAGES. 
From pencil wrappers to computer games, from movie theatres to 
T.V. screens, from billboard ads to a youth's bedroom 
wallposters, from metropolitan stadia to the village pan shop, it's 
the rule of images. We live in the empire of images. Under the 
camouflage of the freedom of expression, behind the shield 
unrestraint liberty prowls the menacing figure of lust. All that the 
world has built is only a castle in the wind. Solomon: I did all and 
found out it's chasing the wind. 

It's therefore important to control what we see and how we see. 
The wise man has eyes on head (Eccl. 2:14). 

Publius Syrus: The eyes do not go wrong if the mind rules the 
eyes. The mind must be suffused with God's Word. 

b. Sensations of Sin 

Rom. 7:5 - passions of flesh; Jas. 1:15 - lust produces sin. 

Freud: Man is ruled by the drive of pleasure 
Sartre: Man is a bundle of passions 

The truth: Man ruled by passion is worse than the beast; for 
beasts are governed by instinct and man is to be governed by the 
truth that he learns. To give in to passion is to go beyond instinct. 
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This is what Paul calls being 'unnatural' or being 'against nature' 
or 'leaving the natural use' Rom. 1:26,27. 

According to Lawrence J. Crabb Jr., man has 2 Basic Needs: 

Significance - Power-drive (megalomania) - violence 
Security - Pleasure-drive (erotomania) - immorality 

DC Talk: 

It took so long for me to see, that I'm a victim of the nature in me; 
Left to myself I realize, I am the maker of my own demise. 

The ocean of life looks calm on the surface; but there are strong 
undercurrents of destruction beneath. 

A recognition of the monstrous passion within is important. 
Malcolm Muggeridge tells the story of how once on the banks of 
an Indian river he saw a woman bathing at a distance. His 
passions enflamed, he began swimming in that direction, all the 
while imagining the sensationalism of sinful extrusion he was 
soon to experience, until he got within her proximity only to be 
shocked and bewildered by what he saw; he was looking at the 
body of a leper. Muggeridge said: it took some time for him to 
realize that it wasn't her body that was leprous as much as was his 
own heart. 

The OT permitted not a bit of leaven in worship. Do we still 
cherish some secret, hidden sin? 

The world is a factory of carnal wish-fulfillment. The modern age 
of computers makes it possible to experience in virtual reality 
what is legally forbidden. There is a menu of immoralities from 
which humans can now choose. 

From Ice-cream cones to Ice-capped mountain trekking, from 
gizmo-drives to outer-space travel, from video games to the 
wrestling ring, from bed room TV to theatres, from the dark cell 
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of the heart to the raging rantings of the journaUst, if the Nithari 
kiUings and the Mumbai blasts are shocking now, they may not be 
a decade later for the soft skin of human conscience turns into a 
rough hide with every shock it experiences. James ask: From 
where do they all come: it is the ravings and rantings of inner 
passions within that is destroying humanity. 

Where do you stand as a burning light of God? Are you ruled by 
the lusts of the world or by Christ-like love; by the immoral 
desires of sin or by Christ's zeal for righteousness. What u love is 
what will lead you on. 

c. Subversion of Will - Pride of Life. 

Bible states categorically: pride goes before destruction 
Jas 4:6 - God resists the proud 

Rom. 1 : Unthankful, ungrateful, not glorifying God, willful 

suppression of Truth 

Involves 

1. Evil Resolution of Will: I will 

2. Total Dissolution of Spirit : Death of Conscience 

GEHAZI-2Kgs. 5:20 

Fear of God is the beginning of Wisdom 

CHRIST in Gathsamane 

If Christ is not your Lord He can't be your Savior 

Conclusion 

Let the invisible kingdom of God be before your eyes. 

Let the divine passion for righteousness and truth consume your 

being. 

Let your will be yielded up to the Lordship of CHRIST. 
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4 

The Alabaster 
Box OF Love 



Chapel, Monday, 2 August, 2010, 8:30 AM 

Text: 

Luke 7:36-50 

The story of a woman known as a sinner in the city, who dared to 
come into a Pharisee's house while Jesus was there and broke 
open her alabaster box of precious oil on the feet of Jesus, which 
she also washed with her tears and wiped with her hair. Jesus 
remarked that she loved much because she was forgiven much. . . 

Background 

This incident took place in Galilee. Must be differentiated from 
the incident at Bethany where Mary anointed the feet of Jesus. 
It's a story of love... 

We all have an alabaster box of love. Where do we break it open 
on? She broke it open on the feet of Jesus. ... 



1. The Box of Concentrated Love 

Oil is the concentrated essence of a thing. Its richness. Spikenard 
(in Mary's story) cost above 300 denarii, over Rs. 50,000. A 
highly concentrated oil is highly fragrant. 

Love is a concentrated thing. It is unmixed, undistracted, 
indifferent to its surrounding. It cannot be diluted. 

a. She didn't care for what people were thinking of her 

b. Her affections were focused on the Son of God 

c. Your concentrated love can only belong to one. 

The object of your love is always the focus of your attention. 
Where are your affections concentrated upon? 

Do you pursue theology for the sake of intelligence, or for the 
sake of His love? That makes a difference. 

Are you engaged in this ministry for the sake of ministry or work 
or even money, or because of your love? That makes the 
difference. 

Where is your love concentrated upon? Concentrated love 
overpowers your consciousness. 

2. The Box of Consecrated Love 

Jesus looked to the woman and told Simon a story about the two 
debtors. This woman loved Jesus more. 

a. Love Consecrated is Love Repented. It has turned away from 
the false and delusive world of sin that stands in enmity against 
God. It is consecrated to God. 

b. Love Consecrated is Love Sanctified. Repentance is the 
response of our hearts to the Spirit of His love, to His Word. The 
depth and concentration of our repentance signifies the depth of 
the Spirit's working in us. 
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How deep is your repentance? Is any part still left over? 
Love is sanctified the moment it touches the holy feet of Jesus. 
Your heart is sanctified the moment you fall in love with Jesus. 
The essence of holiness is love. 

Where do you pour out your alabaster box of love? What is the 
thing that occupies your mind most often? 

Where are your affections set? 
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5 



DELIVERANCE FROM SELF 



Itarsi Church, Sunday, July 11, 2010. 10:15 AM 

"Kurien Thomas has 4 enemies: the world, the flesh, the devil, 
and Kurien Thomas. The last is the deadliest of all." 
~ Kurien Thomas 



London's Time Magazine is said to have run a number of articles 
under the heading "What's Wrong With the World?" While a 
number of people had written to the editor their opinions and 
answers, the shortest reply is said to have come from the famous 
G.K.Chesterton. He wrote: 

Dear Editor, 

Regarding your question "What's Wrong With the 
World", 

I am. 

Yours, 

G.K. Chesterton 

A Preacher was struggling over the preparation of his sermon for 
Sunday. His son, however, was in a different mood. He kept 
coming and asking his dad to come over and play with him. 
Disturbed, the father struck up on a game in which he thought he 
could get his son engaged for a while. He tore a map of the world 
into ten pieces, shuffled them, and asked his son to fix the map, 
grateful by this time that this would spare him some moments of 
silent preparation. However, the boy returned within a few 
minutes and showed the fixed map to his dad. Surprised, the dad 



wanted to find out how he was able to do that. The son replied, 
"That was easy, dad. While you were tearing the map, I saw the 
picture of a man on its back. So, I figured out that if I could fix 
the man, I could fix the world." The preacher got his message for 
Sunday. 

Man is the problem. I am my own greatest problem and my 
greatest enemy. 

Why is the Self Such A Deadly Enemy? 

1. Because it is sold under sin, and is totally unspiritual 
(Rom.7:14) - Sin is its Master 

2.Because it has nothing good in it (Rom.7:18)- Education 
informs but can't transform (e.g. Educated cat, so civilized, but 
pounced upon and created chaos on seeing a mouse) 
S.Because it is carnal and ruled by the passions of the flesh 
(Rom.7:5)- Sartre: "man is a bundle of passions" 
4.Because it is in enmity with God (Rom. 8:7): it does not submit 
to the law of God 

S.Because it wars against itself (James 4:1, IPeter 2:11) 
6.Because it cannot relate to itself properly: self-possessed: 
narcissism or despair (Isa.l4:12 - Satan's I's. Self-love or self- 
hatred. 

7.Because it is possessed by folly and madness (Eccl.9:3) 
S.Because it has a deceptive heart (Jer. 17:9). It deceives me into 
believing false things. It seduces the drunkard into destroying 
himself with wine, as it appears red and dances in that venomous 
glass. 

9.Because it has a defiled conscience (Tit.l:15): defiled by guilt 
(condemnation), defiled by sin (hardening). Only the blood of 
Jesus can purify and heal our conscience. 

lO.Because it cannot be fought against nor fled from. Like a little 
boy trying to run away from his own shadow. It keeps following 
everywhere you go. 

1 1. Because it opposes itself and creates a self-contradictory and 
blasphemous lifestyle (Acts 18:6, 2Tim.2:25, KJV) 



27 I DOMENIC MARBANIANG 



2 Wrong Methods that Complicate the Problem 

1 .Escalation: Power, Money, Luxury, Religious Influence 
2. Escapism: Drugs, Alcohol, Sex, Parties, Shopping, Movies, 
Novels, Complaining (shirking personal responsibility) 



False Views that Abet and Aid Self's Ruthless Reign 

1. Self is Intelligent and Mighty (Jiva is immortal and infinite - 

Yoga, Medicine, Education - Is Education power?): Pride of Life 

2.Self has to be satisfied ("In the beginning was hunger, that 

hunger is self): Lust of Flesh 

3. Self is the criteria of good and evil ("eyes were opened" - saw 

naked): Lust of Eyes 

In a Word, "HUMANISM" - Man is the center of the universe. 

Man is the measure of all things. 

They even judge what God should be like, and are ashamed of the 

justifying and holy God of the OT 

The Divine Solution: JESUS CHRIST 

1 . His Incarnation - Self-Emptying 

2. His Obedience - Self-Surrender 

3. His Crucifixion - Self-Giving 

4. His Resurrection - God's Salvation 

WHEN WE CAST OURSELVES ON CHRIST, HE EMBRACES 
US 

HE LOVES US AS WE ARE 
HE CALLS US AS WE ARE 

1 . When we realize and confess our condition and come to Him 
with humility and total abandonness. He gives grace. 

2. When we repent from sins, the old life is blotted out. The old 
self is crucified with Christ and rendered powerless. 
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3. The Spirit of His Resurrection makes us alive, a new person, 
gives us a new heart and gives us power to completely live for 
Him. 

Let' s call out to Him in our poverty of soul and weakness of 
flesh! May He fill us with Himself and deliver us from all evil! 



29 I DOMENIC MARBANIANG 



6 

The Call to Harvest 



Text: 

Then He said to them, "The harvest truly is great, but the laborers 
are few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 
into His harvest. (3) Go your way; behold, I send you out as 
lambs among wolves. (4) Carry neither money bag, knapsack, nor 
sandals; and greet no one along the road. ..." (Luke 10:2-4) 



1. The Perception 

Jesus Christ perceived that the harvest TRULY is great. Do we 
perceive that the harvest TRULY is great? This refers to the fact 
that we live in an age when the only lahor left to he done is 
harvesting, because Jesus finished the first part of the job. We 
live in the End of the Age. 

The second perception is that the laborers are few. The harvesters 
are few. Why, there were thousands of priests, scribes, and 
religious leaders in those days ! But, still He says that the laborers 
are few. That means that not all who might be religious leaders or 
teachers are laborers sent by the Lord of the Harvest. What are the 
marks of a laborer? These are few things that we must meditate 
about today. But, here, it suffices to observe that the laborers are 
few. 



2. The Prayer 

Jesus calls us to pray the LORD of the Harvest to send out 
laborers into His harvest. This prayer reflects a need, the need of 
workers, more workers. Like Peter, who had to call for others to 
help him draw in the net full of fish, the harvest calls for more and 
more laborers every hour. It is the greatest enterprise and 
immediate vocation in the world today. It is also the greatest 
subject of prayer and prayerful effort today. 



3. The Placement 

The ones called to pray are the ones sent to preach. Remember, 
unless your heart beats for the harvest, you can not be part of the 
harvesting. Only the laborer who prays is the laborer who stays 
responsible to the end. He sends them in their way ("Go your 
way"). I remember the testimony of Luis Palau who said that 
there was a time in his life when he used to only pray for the 
harvest. His mom once said to him "Go and preach" and he 
replied, "I must wait for the command of the Lord." His mom 
answered, "He gave the command 2,000 years ago. Go!" When 
Abraham was called to get out of Ur, he just get out. We need to 
get out and preach, for the harvest is all around. We need to be 
able to say like John Wesley, "The world is my parish." 

4. The Prescription 

The prescription in verse 4 is two-fold: not to make financial 
arrangements for the journey and, secondly, not to greet anyone 
along the road. This is a call to self-negation and total reliance on 
God. It is also the call to a life committed to only pleasing God 
and away from the social accommodations of worldly 
relationships. The man of God can't stop by until the mission is 
complete; for the harvest is full and plenty. 
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There are three pictures that are drawn by Christ regarding the 
one who is sent: 

1. Laborer 

The call to be a laborer is the end of physical comfort. 
A laborer is a workman who endures hardship and doesn't lead an 
easy life. The leader or the teacher cannot lag behind on the 
excuse that he has already accomplished much; in fact, he has 
accomplished very little yet. The leader and the teacher is 
expected to be the greater servant and laborer, even as Christ left 
an example for all. Wasn't it He who was spending hours and 
hours in prayer, while His disciples slumbered and slept? When 
levity sits on a leader, the surrounding environment is chaotic and 
destructive. Jesus Himself called us asking us to take His yoke 
upon ourselves, so that we could learn from Him who is the 
meekest of all. He, the Greater One, takes the heaviest portion of 
the yoke in order to teach us how to carry it ourselves. Likewise, 
we must learn to bear one another, and bear the hardest part. Also, 
remember Nehemiah and how he placed himself in the most risky 
positions, as a leader. 

The characteristic of a laborer is work. The work of this laborer is 
very simple, to harvest. To harvest implies two actions: 

a. to cut off 

b. to gather in one place 

The work of the laborer is not merely to go and preach the 
Gospel, get people to confess and give a report to others. The 
work of the laborer is to ensure that proper severing (separation 
from the old life) and proper gathering (into a fellowship) has 
occurred. Unless that happens, the harvest is not done. Of course, 
one would say that this gathering will only occur on the Last Day. 
Of course, there is one harvest by the angels on the Last Day. But 
here, if it was the Last Day that was meant, Jesus would not have 
need to send the seventy out to preach the Gospel; to save that 
which was lost. 
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Scripturally, severing and gathering ("called out", "called into") 
occur through proper teaching; it is also known as discipleship 
training or "making disciples". So, the first picture is of the sent 
one as one who is sent to bring in. 

2. Lamb 

Christ sent the disciples as lambs among wolves. This is the call 
out of physical, social, and political security into a life full of risks 
and dangers everyday.The risk doesn't involve merely physical 
discomfort, but also dangers brought in by false teaching. 
Paul captures it well when he says in 2Corinthians 1 1:26: 
"in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in 
perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in 
the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils 
among false brethren. . ." 

A person who wants to serve Christ and also want to save his life 
has made a gross mistake; for Jesus said that he who wishes to 
save his life only loses it, but he who loses his life for Christ's 
sake finds it. The world is composed of wolves into which the 
disciple is sent like a lamb, totally self-unprotected. However, the 
lamb among wolves must remember two things: 

a. the Shepherd is always with the lamb 

b. the wolves can never be the part of the solution; 
they are part of the problem 

The presence of the Shepherd makes the lambs fearless, 
confident, bold, and courageous; while in nature, they are meek, 
lowly, obedient, and faithful. 
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3. Leaper 

The call is to a leap of faith. It is a call out of socio-economic 
security. 

The disciples are not to carry purses or sandals. They are not to 
make extra provisions; for that would involve disbelief in God. 
If we entertain even a bit of doubt as to whether God would be 
faithful to His promises of His presence and His provision, then 
we do not hold any reason for getting into the work of the 
ministry. Those who preach and testify of supernatural things 
must also live a supernatural life, even as Christ did when He 
stepped into His earthly ministry. The Bible says in Philippians 2 
that He emptied Himself totally and took on the form of a servant, 
being obedient unto death. It is the kind of faith that Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego had, that believes in God despite of what 
is going to happen. When Nebuchadnezzar told them to bow 
before the idol, or else they'll be thrown into the fire, they replied, 
"Our God is able to save us out of the fire; but, even if He didn't, 
we will not bow down before the idol." It was because they were 
certain about the eternal truth that they believed and this ruled 
their life, rather than the security-demands of the world. 

This involves risk. Faith is risk. It is a totally sober leap into the 
dark, but the darkness is not darkness to the eyes of faith. It is like 
a bat that doesn't need sight to fly through a dark cave, since it 
navigates itself through its radar like sense; similarly, the one who 
walks by faith is not dependent at all on what appears all around. 
Unless one has the guts to get out of the boat and walk on the 
water, to get out of the possible into the realm of the impossible, 
to get out of the secured zone into the zone of insecurity, one must 
not think of being a harvester. The action of faith, however, must 
reflect the word of the Master. The servant has no business doing 
what the Master has not specifically commanded him (for 
instance, we are not all commanded to walk on water; only Peter 
was - but, if we tried to do it, we will, naturally, drown). 
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7 

The Culture of Shame 

AND THE Shame of the 

Cross 

Itarsi Church, Tuesday, March 16, 2010 

Text: 

"looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for 
the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God." 
(Hebrew 12:2) 

He despised the shame.... 

The consciousness of shame that the world has is warped, 

distorted, confused; its values are determined by the shame 

culture. 

Luke 16:15: "what is highly esteemed among men is an 
abomination in the sight of God. " 

Note: It says "abomination in the sight of God", NIV - 
"detestable": it denotes the extent to which man's system of 
beliefs, world- view, is opposed to the mind of God. 



The Evil Spring: Autonomous Heart: 

"Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, 
many believed in His name when they saw the signs which He 
did. But Jesus did not commit Himself to them, because He knew 
all men, and had no need that anyone should testify of man, for 
He knew what was in man." John 2:23-25 

"Then the Pharisees and scribes asked Him, Why do your 
disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat 
loaves with unwashed hands? But He answered and said to them. 
Well has Isaiah prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, 
"This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far from 
Me. However, they worship Me in vain, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men. " For laying aside the commandment of 
God, you hold the tradition of men, the dippings of pots and cups. 
And many other such things you do." Mark 7:5-8 



THE COVER 

Genesis 3:7: "Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and 
they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 
together and made themselves coverings." (NKJV) 

Sin brought in immediately a warped world-perspective. Sin 
creates its own world-frame, world-system, mind-set, in which 
sinful concepts steeped in godlessness have perfect meaning. The 
shame is felt; but the covering is made to hide it. Shame is 
symbolic of the warpness into which the soul of man has fallen, 
without any hope. There are 3 ways in which the world tries to 
cure it by itself: 

The autonomy of deciding for self what is good or evil. 

A. Intellectual Games - World- views that have inbuilt coherence, 
absolutes, and grids of meaning: Religions, Cultures, Traditions, 
Philosophies - They look self-sufficient and have little or no place 
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for God, the Cross, and for Jesus Christ. Culture is not Christian. 
Human culture sprang from Edenic cover-attempts. 
One loses ones mind in the intellectual soup of world-meanings. 
Glory, Virtue, and Wisdom is warped - Maya (Delusion) is just 
this nothing else: A world created within the minds of humans, 
having nothing to do with and separated from Reality. 

B. Indulgent Follies - The world of pleasure, indulgence, 
intoxication, mindlessness, drugs, mysticism, irrationality; like the 
swine that forgets the world around when its nose is sunk in the 
gutter. 

C: Nihilism. Nonsense. Absurdity. Suicide. 

Layers of covers intensify and make intricately complex the 
framework and false world that grows around imagination: the 
simplicity of the child is long lost. 

No wonder Christ talked about being "born-again" and the 
Scripture talks about "renewing the mind" 



THE VEIL 

The Blockade. The Obstruction. 

A. The Veil over the Mind - Enmity with God. 

Colossians 1:21: "alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked 
works" 

B. The Veil over the Heart - Estrangement from God 

Mark 7:6: " "This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart 
is far from Me. " 

C. The Veil over the Understanding - Darkness 

2Corinthians 3:14-16: "But their minds were blinded. For until 
this day the same veil remains unlifted in the reading of the Old 
Testament, because the veil is taken away in Christ. But even to 
this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart. 
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Nevertheless when one turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. " 



THE CROSS 

Through Shame. Beyond Shame. 

Hebrews 10:19,20: Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter 
the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which 
He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is. His flesh. 

He gave His body to be ripped open, violated, mutilated, and torn 
on the cross... 

By His stripes we are healed. His cross pierces through our false 
worlds, shattering them, reconciling us to the Reality of God. 
"You shall know the Truth and the Truth shall set you free". He is 
the Truth, the Way, the Life. 

He was broken like the bread He broke in His New Covenant, to 
give us life. 

He despised the shame, for the shame and shamelessness of 
culture are false having their springs in sin. 

No movie or picture can ever repeat that scene of triumph, where 
sin was scorched on the cross, man's wisdom was invalidated by 
the reality of divine justice and salvation, and heaven and earth 
bridged through the body of the blessed Lord. 

Therefore, He doesn't condemn. He gives confidence. 

John 21: 

Jesus met the disciples while they had gone into the world of 

human endeavor out of the sense of failure (false). 

Peter, when he knew it was the Lord, wrapped a cloth around and 

jumped into water for he was naked. 

When he came to Jesus, He only asked him one thing: "Simon, 

son of Jonah, do you love me more than these?" 
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That is reality. Everything else that doesn't center on this is false. 
Every world-system, idea of the "real life", and feeling that can do 
without Christ is the fruit of living in a world-system founded on 
wickedness. 

Through His cross, that stigma of the world, the Christian is 
crucified to the world and the world to the Christian. This is 
freedom. This is truth. This is redemption. This is love. 
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8 

Fount of Blessings 



7 Dec 2007 

Text: 

Does the fountain out of the same hole send forth the sweet and 
the bitter? (James 3:11) 

Talking about the tongue. As a fountain sends forth water, so does 
the tongue send forth words. V. 10 it is not fitting for the tongue 
to assume a double nature. 

We all know what kind of words we should speak and so I'll not 
focus chiefly on that: sweet, seasoned, edifying, and God pleasing 
talk. 

Let's focus on the problem of double-tonguedness. Deacons are 
commanded not to be double-tongued (1 Tim. 3:8). God hates 
double-tonguedness, i.e., saying one thing to one person and the 
other thing to another. There is neither integrity nor constancy in 
such speech. 

This dual-nature is manifest in both words and actions of a 
double-minded man. 

1. An Inner Dichotomy. Lack of Harmony. No correlation 
between BELIEF AND PRACTICE. 

2. A Hidden Restlessness. Uncertainty. Stony ground. Not at 
home with one's own convictions. G. B. Shaw's Andronicles & 
the Lion, Ferrovius. You aren't sure of what's gonna happen the 



next moment. Now u feel the holiest thoughts, the next second 
gripped with the ugliest ideas. 

3. A Harbored Bitterness. The remnants of sin. Thorny ground. 
Seeds of unforgiveness, remnants of lust, unbelief, and undealt 
sin. 

4. A Hypocritical Pleasantness. A forced righteousness 



Application 

1 . Your actions must conform to your knowledge of truth. 

2. Your words must possess integrity. Martyrs. 

3. Your heart must forgive and forget the past wrongs. 
1 Cor. 13- Love keeps no record of evil. 

4. Serve God in spirit and truth. 
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9 

Three Ministerial 
Temptations 



Feb 7, 2006 

Text: 
Matthew 4: 1-11 

1. Focus on Basic Needs rather than on the Ministry of the 
Word - Serving Belly. Result: Ministry is Commercialized. 

Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, "If You are the Son of 
God, command that these stones become bread." But He answered and 
said, "It is written, "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceeds from the mouth of God."' (Mat 4:3-4) 

2. Desire to Promote Self rather than Christ - Serving the 
Flesh. Result: Ministry is Monopolized and becomes one-man 
centered. 

Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of 
the temple, and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself 
down. For it is written: 

"He shall give His angels charge over you,' and, 

"In their hands they shall bear you up. 

Lest you dash your foot against a stone.'" 
Jesus said to him, "It is written again, "You shall not tempt the LORD 
your God."' (Mat 4:5-7) 



3. Compromise with the World - Serving the 
World. Result: Ministry is Secularized. 

Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and 
showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said 
to Him, "All these things I will give You if You will fall down and 
worship me." Then Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! For it is 
written, "You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you 
shall serve."' Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and 
ministered to Him. (Mat 4:8-1 1) 
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The Unchanging God 



Itarsi Church, Feb 5, 2007 

Introduction 

A newly commissioned Navy captain took great pride in his first 
assignment to be in command of a battleship. One stormy night 
the captain saw a light moving steadily in their direction. He 
ordered the signalman to send the following message: "Change 
your course ten degrees to the south." The reply came back: 
"Change your course ten degrees to the north." 
The captain was determined not to give way to another vessel, and 
so he sent a counter message. "Alter your direction ten degrees. I 
am the captain." The answer flashed back promptly: "Alter your 
direction. I am the lighthouse." 



Flux and flicker are characteristic of the world we live in. 
Kingdoms rise and fall, fashions come and go, facts are proven 
and unproven, and desires are created and killed. 

The Greek philosopher Heraclitus preached that All is Change. 
His words were "There is nothing permanent except change." 
Genghis Khan, the 1 3th century Mongol conqueror, asked his 
philosophers to come up with a truth that would always be 
unchangeable. Thinking about it for awhile, they came to their 
leader with this quote: "It too shall pass." Solomon exclaims in 
Eccl. Everything is a vapor, there is nothing permanent, just a 
repetitious circle of events leading nowhere. 



The experience of an incessantly changing world takes hold of our 
consciousness to shift our focus from things eternal and 
unchangeable to things transitory and ephemeral. As a result the 
man who was supposed to triumph over the world by the strength 
of reason becomes the slave of his circumstances. 

The inter-flow and inter-change of information in the past decades 
has brought to front several counter-belief systems. This has 
resulted in a skeptic approach to knowledge claims, to the extent 
that if anyone claimed to possess knowledge of truth, he is 
immediately labeled as arrogant, fanatical, or anachronistic. 

Disbelief in absolute truth is directly connected with disbelief in 
an Absolute God. 

Yet, in the midst of all such conflicting opposites and confusing 
waves, stands the immutable figure of Almighty God, the Eternal 
I AM, the Unchanging One, the Alpha and the Omega, the One 
who is the same yesterday, today, and forever, to whom belongs 
all glory and honor forever and ever Amen. 

If there is anything unchanging it must necessarily be founded 
on the very constant nature of God. 

Nothing unchangeable can be founded on something changeable. 
No solid house can be built on loose soil. All unchangeables, 
therefore, must be seen as founded in the unchangeable nature of 
God and in nothing else. 

The Bible clearly proclaims that our God is an unchanging God. 
Metaphors like Rock, Standard, and Shield tell us the eternal and 
constant nature of our God. He is the sure foundation- the eternal 
rock against the massive winds, tumultuous waves, and shifting 
sands of time. 

1 Sam 15. 29; Mai. 3.6; 
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Shadows change and flee being relatively real. God is constant 
and absolutely real. 

1. God is Unchanging in His Being (What He is) 

(James 1.17) 

I AM THAT I AM 

Extrinsic vs Intrinsic Change 

Can God become not-God? Impossible because there can 't be 

Intrinsic Change 

Hindu Philosophy: Yes, gnostically, i.e., the deity dreams itself 
as non-deity. They deny the essential metamorphosis of God. But 
how can the deity change gnostically without it being imperfect. 

Christian Theology: God is perfect and cannot change in His 
very essence. 

Incarnation: How can the Creator become the Created, the 
eternal become temporal? How can the transcendent enter the 
spatial? 

The Word became flesh ^ the divine became human, it means the 
divine took on, came in a human form, essence; the word ginomai 
has been translated as came or come c. 142 xms. Thus, the human 
nature is added to in a way that the divine and the human remain 
distinct and unmixed in Christ. There is no intrinsic change 
whatsoever in the divine Godhead.) 

St. Athanasius: The sun's rays are not made impure by contact 
with the dust of the earth. Why? Because He is intrinsically pure 
and unchangeable. 

2. God is Unchanging in His Purpose 

The Teleological Argument doesn't tell us the purpose. 
It can only be known by revelation. 
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2 Kinds of Purposes 

(a) Eternal Purpose (Eph. 3.11, Hb. 6. 17) 
Eph 1.9-12: 

(i) The Praise of His Glory (v. 12; Rev. 4: 11) 

(ii) The Consummation of all things in Christ, the Alpha and 

Omega (v. 10). 

Predestination is in accordance to the purpose, not the purpose 

(b) Temporal Purpose (Isa 14.24-27; 46.8-11) 

Even Moses could not stop the hand of God against the Israelites. 
Not all the strategies of the world could keep Joseph from being 
blessed. 

3. God is Unchanging in His Promises 

God cannot lie. Because He is truth. He hates lying (Prov. 6. 17) 
His word is unchangeable (Isa 55. 10, 11) 

(a) Promise of Eternal Life (1 Jn. 2. 25; Titus 1.2) 

(b) Promise of Eternal Inheritance (Hb. 9. 15) 

Application 

1. When God becomes the foundation of our lives, we stand 
unshaken. (His Words, Right relationship with Him). 

2. The Purpose and Promises of God are only available to us in 
Christ as we abide in Him. He is the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end (2 Cor 1.20). Our abiding is crucial to our 
bearing fruit. 

3. Our lives must be governed by His unchanging absolutes that 
He revealed to us. Like the captain had to obey the signal of the 
lighthouse, we must obey the voice of our God. 
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11 

Marks of A 
Successful Minister 



Text: 

2 Timothy 

The Example of Paul. A Man of God; A Man of... 

1. Clear Mission (1:1) 

2. Pure Conscience (1:2) 

3. Unceasing Prayers (1:3) 

4. Selfless Love - Rejoices in the Good of Others: Encourager 
(1:4) 

5. Proactive Lifestyle, Motivator (1:6-8) 

6. Suffering for the Gospel (1:8) 

7. Faith in Divine Sovereignty - Grace & Calling (1:9) 

8. Faithful Communication (2:1-2) 

9. Diligence in Study (2:15) 

10. Excellence in Art of Ministry (2:15) 

11. Care Regarding Doctrine and Lifestyle (2:16) - Avoids 
Worldly Wisdom and Vanity 

12. Godly Pursuit (2:22) 

13. Humility and Gentleness (2:24) 

14. Understanding Regarding Times and Age (3:1-9) 

15. Depth in Scripture (3:15-17). 

16. Readiness to Preach the Word (4:2) 



12 

What Christmas 
Teaches us About Life 

December 18, 2008 

Text: 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father) 
full of grace and truth. (John 1:14) 

The Seriousness of Life 

God would not have become man if He didn't look at life 
seriously. 

The little life that is lived on this planet has eternal ramifications. 
It is not just about living it here as an old movie song says "Jeena 
yahan, marna yahan, iske siva jana kaya" - "We're going to live 
here, die here; apart from this, is there anywhere else to go". Or 
what the dramatist said in the Tempest about this small little life 
"rounded by a sleep". That is an Epicurean and Hedonist world- 
view, a materialistic one. They look at just living the life at 
present and only enjoying its surface surfs and foams instead of 
plunging into the eternal depths of its significance. 

There is a story of few soldiers on a trip somewhere who loitered 
around and ended in a pub. After being boozed up to the extent 
that they swaggered while they tried to get out, they met their 
general outside. 



One of the soldiers looked up and asked him (not recognizing 
him) "Hey bloke, can you tell us where we are" At which the 
general was thoroughly offended and retorted back "Do you guys 
know who I am?" This appalled one of the soldiers who blurted 
out in horror: "We guys are in a real mess now for we do not 
know where we are and he doesn't know who he is"! The 
intoxication with the present does blurr our power of right 
thinking. 

One can't just go about without looking at life seriously. There 
are some who catch up the saying "Life is an ice-cream; enjoy it 
before it melts". That is a position of irresponsibility and 
recklessness. The Greek philosopher Socrates said it well that "the 
unexamined life is not worth living". We need to know why we 
are here and where we are headed to and what this is all about. 
That is one reason why the Bible doesn't encourage very much 
the spirit of jesting (Ephesians5:4) and considers it better to go to 
the house of mourning than to the house of celebration 
(Ecclesiastes 7:2). This doesn't mean that life is a gloomy thing. It 
only means that one must always bear in mind that this life is not 
an end in itself and that it is a serious walk towards an infinite end 
(either with God or without Him). 

The Significance of Life 

By His incarnation, Jesus showed that life is significant. It is very 
important. 

There are some who pose questions like "why is there something 
rather than nothing" and "why did God create this world of 
problems" or even "why did He create that tree in the garden", 
etc. The overall answer to all this is that it is so because God 
considers it to be important and significant and real significance is 
not a matter of our thinking but a matter of God's thinking. Now, 
there is a difference between "necessity" and "significance". Was 
it "necessary" for God to create this world. Obviously, not. He 
didn't "need" it because He is self-sufficient. But it had a great 
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"significance" for Him for if it was not so Jesus would never have 
need to become eternally a Man. 

There are many things that can be spoken in this regard but space 
won't permit it. Look for example the beautiful wings of the 
butterfly, the art of the weaver bird, the care of the sparrows, the 
agility of the hind, and the the swiftness of the eagle. They talk of 
perfect design and excellence of art. I can't even imagine that 
science will ever be able to manufacture anything like a mosquito 
(tiny and yet complicated) - even if it did the cost of one would 
be enormous ! ! Yet, Jesus said that we are more valuable than the 
sparrows and the hairs of our head are numbered. Do we look at 
our lives with that importance with which Jesus looks at us? 
The Sublimity of Life 

There is an honor and dignity attached to life that comes from 
God. 

We are created in the image of God and in His likeness. The Bible 
says that God has crowned us with glory. The point behind 
the Sermon on the Mount is simply that "don't treat anybody with 
disrespect and do not let anyone make you feel that you are 
unrespectible before God." 

It is sin that separated man from God and made us ignoble, 
miserable, weak, dejected, sick, and confused. But Jesus came 
down to this earth when we could not reach up to Him; He took 
the weak as we were by His hands, took us out of this miry clay 
and placed us on a rock. He attached dignity to our lives but did 
that at a cost. The cost was not just His incarnation in which He 
had to empty Himself of all those divine privileges but also 
involved the shame of the cross. He endured the shame to give us 
the joy of a dignified life in the presence of God. He was despised 
of men and rejected but through this rejection we have found 
acceptance in the presence of God. Do we live our lives worthy of 
this dignity with which He treats us? 
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The Sacredness of Life 

Through His incarnation Jesus sanctified the flesh for divine 
service and prostration. 

We are the temple of God and the way was made clear through 
the flesh of Jesus. All who believe in Him are a new creation. 
Obviously, all life belongs to God and is in that sense sacred. But 
men in their sinfulness have tried to break away from God and 
desacralize life through a process called godless secularization. 
They are throwing out the True God out of every human sphere, 
even religion. Polytheism, monism, pantheism, and such 
ideologies are in reality atheistic because they throw the real God 
out of picture and bring in false substitutions. But to those who 
accept Him as Lord of their lives. He gives the Holy Spirit , the 
Indweller who gives us access to the Father and makes us a 
habitation of God. 

He dwelt among us; now He dwells in us - It is a sacred 
experience that we have - something that we should never get just 
"used to" or take it for granted. 

Therefore, the Scripture tells us to offer our bodies as a living 
sacrifice to God (Romans 12:1-2). This must give us the sense of 
the sacredness with which we need to treat our own lives and 
those of others. Do we reflect God's holiness and sacredness 
through our lives? Does the holy fire burn incessantly on our 
altars? Are people able to see the Son of God in our flesh - full of 
grace and truth? 
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The Sun Still Rises 



Itarsi, 10 July 2007 

Text: 

'the sun rose upon him. . . ' Gen. 32:31 

Introduction 

28: 1 1 - the sun was set 

But God had not abandoned him. The first meeting 28: 13 

Jacob's response: 28: 20 - A very business-minded young 

utilitarian. 

1. The Sun Arose Over His Dark History of Sin and 
Selfishness 

Pride and Lust: 28:20: The great artist Michelangelo fastened a 
little lantern to his headpiece so that his shadow wouldn't fall on 
the marble on which he was working. When self becomes 
obtrusive, it casts a shadow on all we do. This is true even in 
prayer. 

Selfish attempts at Esau's birthright and blessing. Securing 
Future Prospects 

The birthright secured to him who possessed it 

(1.) superior rank in his family (Gen 49:3); 

(2.) a double portion of the paternal inheritance (Deu 21:17); 

(3.) the priestly office in the family (Num 8:17-19); and 



(4.) the promise of the Seed in which all nations of the earth were 
to be blessed (Gen 22:18) 

Reaping: Deceived by Laban. Barrenness of Rachel. Shrewd 
Laban. 

Brokenness & Release: What is your name? Jacob - supplanter 
- heel catcher 

God uses broken things. It takes broken soil to produce a crop, 
broken clouds to produce rain, broken grain to give bread and 
broken bread to give strength. It is the broken alabaster box that 
gives forth perfume. It is the broken Peter, weeping bitterly, who 
returns to greater power than ever. 

'The pathway to the Christ-life is via the cross - being broken 
thereon. What power is released when an atom is broken! What 
power can be released when a child of God is broken in God's 
Hand !'Zac Poonen 

2. The Sun Arose Over His Dark Cell of Fear and 
Hopelessness (32:7) 

Why was Jacob afraid? 

Fear of Violence and Hurt. Physical, Emotional, and Spiritual 
(Vision & Purpose). 

Fear due to Self-centeredness: Jonah, Peter. 

Alexander the Great was regent of Macedonia at the age of 16, a 
victorious general at 18, king at 20-and then he died a drunkard 
before he was 33, having conquered the then-known world. His 
father was Philip of Macedon, also a military genius, who 
invented the famous "Greek phalanx." 

While Alexander was still in his early teens, Philonicus the 
Thessalonian offered to sell Alexander's father, Philip, his horse, 
Bucephalus, a trained, but vicious horse. Philip took his son along 

Sermons i 54 



to see the horse go through his paces, but the stallion proved so 
unmanageable that none of the men could even mount him. 
Alexander noticed that he seemed to be afraid of his own shadow, 
so he quieted the horse by turning his head toward the sun! Then 
Alexander mounted the horse, and let him run freely for a while. 
Soon, by keeping him headed toward the sun, he got him under 
control. 

Where are your eyes on? 

Hopelessness: Stranded Hippies. Man under the sun is hopeless 

Hope: 'I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved' {n 

30) 

'If God be for us, who can be against us. ' 

Conclusion 

A New Beginning: Josiah had a new beginning 
2 Chr. 34; Malachi 4: 2 
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Unfailing Strength 



Itarsi, 31 March 2006 

Text: 

Lk. 22. 28 - 34 

Introduction 

Prior to Gethsemane 

Final warnings, promises, and commandments to disciples 

1. Human Frailty: The Shift of Faith 

To err is human: to forgive divine. Job 4. 3-5; Ps. 6.2; Mt. 26. 41 
2 Chr. 6:36; Prov. 20.9; Eccl. 7:20; Jas. 3:2 

a. Many religions try to locate the source of power within man; 
thus, establishing human control over things. Potentiality can 
become actuality. Yoga, TM, Mantra-tantra. Especially in 
polytheism, where power is bifurcated, the locus of power is 
dispersed, anyone can attain supreme power; though it is 
mythologically not permitted. Much mythology recognizes both 
evil and good as produced by the One. 

Sattva, Rajas, Tamas 

b. Scientific development has surely taken care of many human 
frailties: medical, physical, etc. Some fatal mistakes could be 
avoided. But the inner being is still left unconquered. 



c. It takes adversity to bring man back to his senses. When things 
get out of control; whom do we turn to? All sunshine makes a 
desert. 

Humanism: Faith in self. Self -righteousness. Some are good; 
some are evil. 

Peter believed in himself; located power within himself; he 
shifted his faith. 

2. Satanic Intensity: The Sift of Faith 

Faith of all Disciples - plural 'you' 

1 Pet 5. 8; 1 Tim. 3: 6, 7; 2. 26; Eph. 6: 11; Rev. 2. 10 
Reinterpretation of Reality: "All temptation is primarily to look 
within; to take our eyes off the Lord and to take account of 
appearances. " -Watchman Nee. 

a. Strategy # 1: Reinterpretation of Priority: Food above 
Fellowship: Materialism 

b. Strategy # 2: Reinterpretation of Charity: Self above 
Service: Egoism 

c. Strategy # 3: Reinterpretation of Divinity: Wealth above 
Worship: Satanism 

Ultimately: Focus on the present at the cost of the future. 

3. Divine Immensity: The Lift of Faith 

He knows our hearts better than we know ourselves 
He sees our future while we are still in the pit 

a. Peter do you love me? Jn. 21: 15-19 

b. Strengthen thy brethren Feed my sheep. Rom 14.1; 15.1; 

1 Thess. 5: 14 

JewishProverb: A man is judged not by what he was, but by what 
he is. 
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Application 

1 . Let' s anchor our faith in Christ and not be moved by 
circumstances: Frailty is not an excuse or license to do evil. 

2. Let's not lose heart when we fail; FAILURE IS NOT FINAL 

3. Let's learn to comfort and strengthen: Any jackass can kick a 
barn down: it takes a carpenter to build it. 
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God our Reste^jg Place 



12 August 2005 



My people hath been lost sheep: their shepherds have caused them 
to go astray, they have turned them away on the mountains: they 
have gone from mountain to hill, they have forgotten their resting 
place. (Jer. 50:6) 

Mat 1 1 :28 Come to Me all you who labor and are heavy laden, 

and I will give you rest. 

Psa 23:2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he 

leadeth me beside the still waters. 

Psa 1 16:7 Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for the LORD hath 

dealt bountifully with thee. 

Isa 40: 1 1 He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather 

the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall 

gently lead those that are with 

Psa 132:8 Arise, O LORD, into thy rest; thou, and the ark of thy 

strength. 

Psa 132: 13 For the LORD hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it 

for his habitation. 

Psa 132:14 This is my rest forever: here will I dwell; for I have 

desired it. 

Son 1 :7 Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth, where thou 

feedest, where thou makest thyflock to rest at noon: for why 

should I be as one that turneth aside by the flocks of thy 

companions? 



Where do we turn to when we turn away from God? 

To death from Life 
To sorrow from Joy 
To illusion from Truth 

What causes people to forget their resting place? 

Wrong Leadership 

Lust 

Delusion 

Pride 

1. The Delusion of Material Commodity 

Martin Luther said, "I have one preacher that I love better than 
any other on earth. It is my little tame robin which preaches to me 
daily. I put his crumbs on the window sill. He hops on the sill and 
takes as much as he needs. From there he always flies to a little 
tree close by, lifts up his voice to God, sings his song of praise 
and gratitude, tucks his head under his wing and goes to sleep, 
leaving tomorrow to look after itself. He is the best preacher I 
have on earth." 

2. The Delusion of Emotional Vanity 

Love vs Infatuation. Joy vs. Sport. 

3. The Delusion of Social Supremity 

Trust in God 

As D. L. Moody said, "Trust in yourself, and you are doomed to 
disappointment; trust in your friends, and they will die and leave 
you; trust in reputation, and some slanderous tongue may blast it; 
but trust in God, and you are never to be confounded in time or 
eternity." Luther gave a similar testimony when he said, "I have 
held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all; but 
whatever I have placed in God's hands, that I still possess." 
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4. The Delusion of Intellectual Sublimity 

5. The Delusion of Spiritual Superficiality 

What is true spirituality? 

Able to see us through: 2 Cor. 10: 13 

Ours to Obey, His to Make Way 

A pilot was having trouble bringing his plane down to land. From 
the control tower, he was given instructions. "But there is a pole 
there," he objected. The answer came back, "You take care of the 
instructions; we will take care of the obstructions." 

So with the child of God. In the Word, he or she has God's 
instructions. God will take care of the obstructions. It is ours to 
obey the instructions from God's Word. 

John Wesley was walking one day with a troubled man who 
expressed his doubt of God's goodness. "I don't know what I 
shall do with all this worry and trouble," he said. At that moment 
Wesley noticed a cow looking over a stone wall. "Do you know," 
asked Wesley, "why that cow is looking over that wall?" "No," 
replied his troubled companion. "I will tell you," said Wesley- 
"because she cannot see through it. That is what you must do with 
your wall of trouble-look over it and above it." Faith enables us 
to look over and above every trouble, to God, who is our help. 



61 I DOMENIC MARBANIANG 



16 

Four Approaches 

To God 



Sanjay Nagar, 7 June 2005 



1. JACOB - "If (Gen. 28: 20, 21) - The Conditional 
Approach 

- The Conditional Approach is also a utilitarian approach 

- The Conditional Approach signifies Ignorance of the True 
nature of God 

- The Conditional Approach signifies Unbelief in God 

- The Conditional Approach signifies lack of total commitment 

A. Jacob was an opportunist 

B. Jacob had to go the hard way to learn of his utter helplessness 
and his need for God 

C. At last, at Peniel, Jacob is alone with God, confesses his need, 
his character, and obtains blessing. 

- In Ch. 28 God says, "I will not forsake you till I bless you." In 
Ch. 32 it is he who says, "I will not leave You till you bless me." 
He has learnt that without God he was nothing and could not 
move further without Him. 

- At Peniel, he has no more conditions. He realizes that God is his 
God and his all. 



2. NAAMAN - "Behold I Thought" (2 Kgs. 5: 11, 12) - The 
Rational Approach 

- The Rational Approach is also an egoistic approach (Knowledge 
puffs up) 

- The Rational Approach does not submit to the Law of God but 
rebels against it. 1 Cor. 2: 14 The Psuchichos man (rational). 

• Eve - "Why should I be deprived of such good fruit?" 

• Korah - "Why Moses and Aaron?" 

- The Rational Approach desires God to conform to the dictates of 
reason and to work accordingly. 

A. God's ways are not understandable by reason but by faith. (Hb. 
11:3) 

B. God's ways, however, are not contrary to reason for they are 
true.(Rev. 15:3). They only transcend reason. There is always a 
reason on which faith is based. 

C. Naaman only got cleansed when he accepted the injunction 
with child-like simplicity and followed it in humility. 

3. ASAPH - "Behold I have cleansed... in vain" (Ps. 73: 13) - 
The Materialistic Approach 

- The Materialistic Approach gives rise to feelings of Theological 
vanity. (13) 

- The Materialistic Approach gives rise to internal perplexity, 
confusion, boredom, and anxiety. (14) 

- The Materialistic Approach makes one irritant towards God and 
fellowmen.(21) 

- The Materialist remains as a beast though close to God. (22) 

A. The Solution to the Materialist problem cannot be had 
materialistically (16) 

B. The Answer to the Materialist problem is got by approaching 
God's Sanctuary (The Place of God separated from 'worldly' 
'secular' pursuits) 

- An understanding of our separation from the world through past 
history of God's dealing with us. 
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- An understanding of our separation from the world through 
present position in Christ. 

- An understanding of our separation from the world through 
future hope of us and hopelessness of the world. 



4. JOB - "Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him." (Job 13: 
15) - The Spiritual Approach. 

- The Spiritual Approach is an approach of Trust 

- The Spiritual Approach is an approach of Knowledge (2 Tim. 1 : 
12) 

- The Spiritual Approach is an approach of Total Commitment 
(Dan. 3: 17) 

- The Spiritual Approach is an approach of Love (Dt. 6:5; Ps. 
31:23; Song 8:6) 

Conclusion 
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